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Magnolia School  

Expectations: 

 Be Positive 

 Be Respectful 

 Be Responsible 

 Celebrate Success 

OCPS Vision:  To be the top producer of successful students in the nation. 

OCPS Mission:  To lead our students to success with the support and involve-

ment of families and the community. 

MAY 2017 

ESY DATES 

JUNE 6-9  

JUNE 12-15 

JUNE 19-22 

JUNE 26-28 

 

2017-2018  

SCHOOL 

YEAR 

PRE-PLANNING 

AUGUST 7TH – 11TH 

STUDENTS RETURN 

AUGUST 14TH 

Congratulations to Magnolia’s Graduates this year. We have worked hard to get our students 

ready for this important day so they can transition into our Post-Graduate program Bridges 

for the 2017-2018 School year. In August when we return – we hope those parents of new 

graduates will come for Meet Your Teacher day so that you can learn more about what Bridg-

es has to offer. On May 30th Dr. Jesus Jara our Deputy Superintendent was asked to come and 

speak to our graduates and their families. We know it will be a special day for everyone. If you 

are ever at Magnolia in the coming weeks we have pictures of all of this year’s graduates in 

the Front Hall. 

We will also recognize students who have completed their time in our Bridges Program and 

who are transitioning out of Magnolia and into the community. We can only hope they will 

have the brightest of futures. We all want parents and guardians to know that when students 

leave Magnolia that it is both a happy and sad time for us. As we have loved spending time 

with your children we will miss them terribly when they leave. That is why we always wel-

come alumni to come back and visit even though they have left school. We have numerous 

events planned during the year and they are welcome to attend to see their old friends and 

staff members at Magnolia. Good Luck Bridges Students! 

We have our plans ready for our Summer ESY program for students which will begin on Tues-

day, June 6th. The school day will begin and end just as it has during the school year but your 

child’s pick-up and drop-off time may change as bus routes normally change during the sum-

mer to take into account that not all students come for the summer so routes are often ad-

justed. Our summer program will take place between June 6th – June 29th. It is only 16 days 

this year but we will still be able to offer ½ credit to students who are in attendance and don’t 

miss more than 1 day (total.) The summer schedule includes a lot of special events and we 

think your child will enjoy their time with us in June. 

Plans for the new Magnolia continue. The District will be looking for an Architect and Builder 

in the coming months. The project construction which is set to start in March/April of 2019 is 

going to be pretty exciting as the new school will be State of the Art for ESE educational pro-

grams. You will be hearing more about the project during the 2017-2018 school year. 

We also congratulate our Special Olympics Coaches and Program for the spectacular results 

our students have earned this year. During the most recent State competition held at Disney 

Magnolia students placed first in the State of Florida in Soccer. Two other students won gold 

medals in Soccer Skills and Field and Track. Thanks to our present coaches who attended 

those events with our students along with several volunteers . Thanks Coach Kyla and Coach 

Delta! We also appreciate Elie Matthews and Louis Mitchell for their help this past weekend. 

Look for the pictures in this issue of the newsletter. 
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M A G N O L I A  M U S T A N G  

 
 

GRADUATION 

2017-2018 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Jonathan Best 

Andrew Cabrera 

Christian Cooks 

McKenzie Stanfield Kayla Frank 

Chloe Larkins 
Alejandro Gonzalez 

William Purnell 



P A G E  3  

 

 

GRADUATION 

2017-2018 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Jacob Parrish Zachary Watson 

Giancarlo Vazquez-Ruiz 

Jared Nett Calvin Stewart 

Angeline Saintlot 
Mike Louis 

Sierra Paige 
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Anthony J. Garcia 

STUDENTS EXITING MAGNOLIA 

David Larkins 

Autumn Lewis 

Junior Hercule Kimberly Charlecin 

 

Andre L. Delaney 

Genesis V. Martinez 

Joshua A. Butts 



 
 

 

STUDENTS EXITING MAGNOLIA 

Kenny A. Stephen 

Laura E. Martinez 

Megan Midi Darian E. Seabrook 

Sierra N. Maldonado 

Taylor R. Philips 

Taylor A. Hogue 
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STUDENTS TRANSITIONING TO POST HIGH TRANSITION  

JUSTUS TURNER * MONIQUE BARNES * KIANNA BROWN * SARA JEAN * 

DONAVIN BENTON * CHRIS OLDS ADAMS * DANIELLE PAVRET * LEE GORDON 
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EXITING STUDENTS 

J’LEEL A. THOMAS 

RAHEIM A. WILLIAMS 

JEFFREY T. PARKS 

KATRINA N. ROWE 

TOMAS E. MORALES 

MAHAM MALLICK 

SHENNA R. SHANE 

FRANKIE A. CRESPO JR. 

BRANDON M. RUSECKI 

ANDREW M. CAMACHO 

 
 

PIE APPRECIATION LUNCHEON 

BRIDGES TRAVEL TRAINING  
During the month of May, Bridges students were able to navigate and access community resources using 
public transportation.  
Students participated effectively in group situations with assistance as needed while activating prior 

knowledge, applying, and generalizing skills that have been taught explicitly and systematically in a real 

word setting. 
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POSITIVE CLASSROOM KUDOS 

Our five star CBVE  site, The Embassy Suites, Jamaican 

Court  held a buffet on April 27, 2017 where all the stu-

dents of Magnolia School, both past and present, were in-

vited to attend. Being their last day of CBVE Mr. Tom Ol-

droyd, Principal, Denise Calio, Assistant Principal, and Lisa 

Rodenberry, CBVE Coordinator, also shared in this nostalgic 

event. Working at The Embassy Suites signifies being part 

of a family, and all our students were honored to share 

with them once again. The Embassy Suites is a model of 

excellence in making a difference in the lives of our Magno-

lia School and students. We take a bow in their honor.  

David’s Creath’s Classroom 

We have certainly had a productive year here at Magnolia Outdoors. Our regular 

CBVE job at Bill Fredrick’s Park at Turkey Lake always keeps us busy. The students 

regularly take care of the horse, goat and pig enclosures at the popular Florida Farm. 

Other days will find the crew blowing the parking lot, moving mulch, raking, and 

picking up. The staff at Bill Fredrick’s have always been incredibly supportive and we 

look forward to continuing our relationship with them during the ’17-18’ school year. 

Back on campus our farm continues to flourish. We’ve had very successful harvests of 

peaches, tomatoes, lettuce and green beans. Next year we are planning to plant corn, 

pumpkins, watermelons, blackberries and blueberries. We’re even planning on trying 

some hydroponic crops! 

 

Our Magnolia students, Kianna Brown, Megan Midi, Elliot 

Ruiz, and DeMarcus McCoy were honored and surprised 

by the celebration given to them on their last day of their 

CBVE (Community Based Vocational Education) on April 

25, 2017 by The Embassy Suites, International Drive. They 

received gifts, had a luncheon, PowerPoint presentation 

prepared especially for them, and certificates valuing the 

work that they perform there. Our students, staff, and 

Magnolia School are so proud and appreciative of the 

example that they set in making a difference towards the 

lives of disabled students.  
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 The Parent Celebration was a great success because of the cooperation, collaboration, and sincere 
love from our staff for the students and the Magnolia parents.  These are some of the reactions from 
those that attended.  The District staff from ELC, “ I never seen anything like this.”  “We enjoyed it 
and I am so glad I came.”  Parent comments were, “You just do not know what this event has done 
for us.” “ You made my Friday.”  The theme of the Celebration was captured when two students 
(DeMarcus and Megan) sang “Because You Love Me by Celine Dion and It Don’t Have To Change by 
John Legend.” When the students sang, many in the audience had teary eyes.  The Theme of the 
event was ‘Do not change us but help us to grow better.”  “When we (students) discover our poten-
tial, we will bloom in our own beauty.”  The different center pieces made by each classroom staff 
and students were outstanding.  It gave the experience of walking through a natural flower garden 
leaving the viewer with an “awe and serene expressions.” The teachers presentation of the gift bags 
to the parents, and caretakers during Mr. Mallard, Magnolia teacher, solo “Parents are Lovely,”  was 
the first great highlight of the event. The staff, parents and caretakers were overtaken with joy and 
surprise with this performance and presentation.  Thank you caretakers for attending.  Remember, 
“Parents and Caretakers are the Best Partners in Education. 
Cynthia Hughes 
Magnolia School Social Worker  

Thank you to the following: 

Judgina Davison, Joy Cowan, Roy Mallard, Joyce Rutledge, Linda Kemp, Eli Matthews           

Wanda Estrada, Carmen Vazquez, Jose Calderon, (Cricket) L. Rodriguez, Randy Whitley, Miriam Sanchez, Brenda  

Milligan Cafeteria), Louis Mitchell, Marie Tius (Cafeteria), Janet Carattini, John Barnet, Tina Waters, Susan Best, 

Dr. Andrea Hogan, Teleshia Jones, Alia Lee, Dr. Beth Berger, Nurses (Charis, Vicki, Sarah, Sharon), Wendy Lee, 

All the Custodial staff:  They were outstanding Doris Hernandez, Diane Young, Gloria Lee,  Randi Kaufman, Sher-

ria Siler, Corrilee Wilkins,  Helen Baker, Ken Atkins, Wendy Smith, Carol Tillman, Hernandez’s Bistro Class, 

Carattini’ s Class, Kaufman’s Class, Kenny Lopez, Anthony Williams and John Evans Rippis.  Also to Robin Oliver 

(Orange Tec. College), Jose R. Martinez  (Kidz Closet), SPEAKER:  Dianne Brown, Eileen Quinn, Deshundra Flem-

ing  (Alternative Document Solutions) , Robin Dunnings  (Amerigroup), Nadine Watson  (World Financial  Com-

pany). 

Parent Appreciation Luncheon 
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Congratulations Kyla Law for being recognized as Orange County's 

Special Olympics Coach of the Year. She was recognized on May 

12th at the Rosen Plaza Hotel on International Drive. This year 

Magnolia School students have won many events and participat-

ed three times in the State Games for various sports and Skill 

Events. 

The Magnolia Soccer Team has accom-

plished so much this year. 

       1st Place in Orange County Schools 

       1st Place in Area 7- out of 11 counties 

Magnolia Special Olympic Team 1st in 
the State for Soccer! 
 
Kenny Lopez - 1st Place in 1500 m run 
& 1st Place in Shot Put in the State! 
 
Kyralee Carr- 1st Place in Soccer Skills 

for the State! 

 



 

 

The Boy Scouts, Troop 900, participated in many exciting and rewarding activities during the 2016 – 2017 

school year. They collected food for local charities with the Scouting for Food Program. The scouts hiked the 

trail, flew kites and learned about camping. They made “Dump Stew” and “Three Sisters Stew”. The scouts 

also had two Scout Days, full days of scout activities. Pictured here are the scouts learning about Indian Lore 

as they made necklaces, built a teepee and cooked a meal. We look forward to an exciting 2017-2018 school 

year as the scouting adventure continues.  

 

Ms. Tuck’s class Herb Garden 

With the help of Mr. Atkin’s class, Ms. Long’s class and 

Ms. Lopez’s class, the herb garden dressings and plants 

have been a great success. A big thank you to my 

paraprofessional, Shirley Johnson and my Job coach Elie 

Matthews. They have worked very hard with the stu-

dents to make the herb garden flourish. The students 

have enjoyed working outside with the herbs. 

Julian Sam-Webb is now able to fill pots independently. 

Breanna Sutherlin, with partial physical prompt, can put 

herbs on the dehydration tray and dirt in the pots. 

Christian Padin, with verbal prompts, is putting the herbs 

on the dehydration trays. 

Cameron Bateman is able, with gestural and verbal 

prompts, to put the plants into the trays. 

Joshua Butts, who we will miss very much, is able, with verbal and gestural prompts, to put the herbs on the de-

hydration trays. 



 

 Ms. Dunn-Ball’s Class 

 

THE BISTRO CELEBRATES SUCCESS 

Kayla Franke:  Passed the exam for Food Handling Certification and has significantly im-

proved in the area of behavior.  She also is The Bistro Greeter Extraordinaire and collector of 

Pre-paid orders. 

Kyralee Carr:  Passed the exam for Food Handling Certification and possesses a smile that 

melts hearts and has increased her pace for doing tasks, setting up her station at The Bistro. 

Danielle Pavret:  Passed the exam for Food Handling Certification and is a competent in mak-

ing deliveries, as well as being a Bistro sous chef.   

Deona Johnson:  Passed the exam for Food Handling Certification, has improved her appear-

ance for work, listening to directions, can use appropriate work equipment effectively, and 

finds new ways to accomplish tasks at the Bistro. 

Monique Barnes: Passed the exam for Food Handling Certification, and is able to use tools 

for work.  She learns hands on tasks quickly and maintains steady focus for each job present-

ed at The Bistro. 

John Rippis -Gets to work promptly then cleans up without being told to do so. 
Christofer -Address teachers by name, speak sentences in English, says  "good morning" to 
everyone that walks through the door.  Cleans up desk and wipes it down without be in-
structed to. 
Adams -Comes into class, sits down and starts working immediately on his own. 
Toya -Working more independently. 
Junior -Following directions nicely when asked the first time to do something. 



 

 Ms. Wilkins’ Room 

Kenny Stephen and Pierre Charles do an awesome job at Brookdale Assisted Living. They insert 

menu for the tables, dust the wall ledges, keep the porches swept and the windows clean. Andre 

Delaney does an awesome job keeping the entire building vacuumed. 

Science Lab at Magnolia School  

provides students  

with enrichment activities. 

On April 11, 2017 students experiment 

with using a solar oven to cook an egg 

and work with tiny robotics. 

On March 31st, Middle and High School students went to UCF to participate in UCF's STEM Day activities. Stu-

dents learned how to make "Elephant Toothpaste" and build / launch rockets that were constructed by the 

students using 2 liter soda bottles and construction paper. On April 13th, students from Teams 1 & 2 took a 

field trip to the Dr. Phillips Center for the Performing Arts to watch a performance of the book / movie, "The 

Giver". Students were able to enjoy a new cultural experience in one of the nicest facilities Orange County has 

to offer. On May 12th, Magnolia's STEaM (Science, Technology, Engineering, art, Math) Club visited LEGOLAND 

Florida to experience the Theme Park's various STEM rides and activities. Students have been very busy the 

last 9 weeks of school, embarking on new, exciting and educational endeavors! 

MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL FIELDTRIPS 



 

Second Harvest  Ms. Hernandez 

It has been a great pleasure to have been able to have our off campus Community Based Vocational Instruction centered at 

Second Harvest. My students were treated with the utmost respect and cordiality upon entering the premises’ reception 

area, to how the direction/ instruction was given by the on-site supervisors and staff members of that community of people. 

I would like to extend my warmest and sincerest thanks to the following people: Awilda Brumfield-Receptionist, Giovanni 

Boyce, Justin Larson and Danny Lugo- Floor Supervisors, Charlie Luke-Custodial, Israel Santiago-Chef, Denise Hogan, 

and Mindy Ortiz-Volunteer and Food Drive manager. These are just a few of the people who have taken time, effort and 

their skillset to help shape my students hob experience at Second Harvest. 

Magnolia 2017 Prom a huge “SUCCESS” with Team Work 

May 19, 2017 was Magnolia’s prom. The theme was “Down under the Sea”. High School 

and Bridges worked together this year to make the prom a success. Table centerpieces 

and wall decorations where made by the classroom and resource staff and all showcased 

the vast amount of creativity that Magnolia has to offer. It was said by many staff that 

this was one of the best proms at Magnolia. We want to give a big shout out to all staff, 

students, parents, and administration for your participation.  

STAFF AWARDS AND ACHIEveMENTS 



 

 
 

OCPS Volunteer of the Year  

Grandma Maria Barahona 

HAPPY TRAILS TO YOU, UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN… 

 

HELEN BAKER CAROL TILLMAN JOHN BARNETT 



 

 

 

 

EMBASSY ANNUAL BREAKFAST 

MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 

TO  

 

KANISSA BLAKE 

 

PARAPROFESSIONAL OF THE 

YEAR 

 
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT CEREMONY 

 



 

 

 

Congratulations Winners! 

 Your peers have nominated you to be a  

4th quin staff award winner!!! 
 

High five awards: 

David Creath 

Fredo Herard 

Wendy Smith 

Shirley Johnson 

Ken Angrand 

Audrey Ais 

Ramses Obando 

Martha Stoves 

Cynthia Hughes 

Regina Harris 

John Barnett 

Louis Mitchell 

Judes Francois 

Miriam Sanchez 
 

Standing Ovation Awards: 

Ericka Scheid 

Lisa Rodenberry 

Jose Calderon 
 

Thumbs Up Awards: 

Elie Matthews 

Karen Day 

Marie Edwards 

Adaliris Ocasio 

Beryl Nathan 

Destine Wikens 

Simon Metezier 

Gregory Perry 

Alida Hicks 

Sherria Siler 

Kyla Law 
 

Great Job Everyone!! 
 

 


